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Dear Friends,

Four years after funding the
construction of our first
school in Afghanistan, near
the village of Arghosha, in
the Central Highlands, we went
back to where our adventure
started. We wanted to see the
school, visit the 240 students
and their teachers, and assess
the impact of the project on
the surrounding area.

It was a very successful
visit. We found the building
in excellent condition and -
even more important - we
discovered that it had been
used as a space for public
events. It has also paved the
way for the construction of
a small dam in the same
valley, and a clinic has now
been planned nearby. As this
area is one of the poorest in
Bamyan province (and therefore
in Afghanistan), we are very
proud of the catalytic role
being played by the three-year
old school. The warm welcome
we received from students,

teachers and people from the
valley was clear evidence of
the school's positive impact
on the Arghosha community. 
Besides the visit to Arghosha,
the main objectives of our

visit were the inauguration of
another school in Chardeh, and
the assessment of a pilot
project providing English and
computer courses to girls in
Bamyan.
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Two Completed Projects:
Chardeh Girls' School
English and ICT course for 20 girls in Bamyan

In spite of the global
economic crisis and
Afghanistan's unstable
situation, our work continues.
On 18 May we inaugurated a new
school in Chardeh, a village
in Yakawlang district, Bamyan
province. This is the fifth
school built with our
financial support. The eight

classrooms will allow
a majority of 600
enrolled girls to
receive full-time
education until
secondary school.
This replaces the
previous set-up,
where lessons were

taken in turn in a worn-out
building and often in tents.
News of the event spread
widely. The Governor of Bamyan
province, Mrs Habiba Sorabi,
was present at the
inauguration, along with the
local authorities and press.
We were grateful for the

p o s i t i v e
appreciation,
marks of
encouragement
and statements
of support
expressed by
all. They made
us even more
confident that
the work funded
through our
projects is
credible and
useful. 
Meanwhile, on
17 May we had
met the twenty



girls enrolled in the ICT and
English courses. We were very
pleased by the outcome of this
innovative project, which
Shuhada Organisation
implements most effectively.
The results were impressive:
the girls attending the
course, all very bright and
curious, spoke to us in

English and showed great ease
when using the computers.
When Marco and Maria returned
to London they received this
e-mail from one of the girls:

Hi
I am Narges,
I am student in English and
computer course.
I want to have friend like
you. I hope be happy.
Bye bye.

A very encouraging result,
which prompted us to

inaugurate a direct e-mail
correspondence with the girls.
We also decided to renew the
funding of the project so that
it can run for another year. 

TWO NEW PROJECTS
WE HOPE TO COMPLETE
BEFORE THE SUMMER

A New English and ICT course
Enlargement of the school in
Chardeh by Four Classrooms

Our next target is to add four extra
classrooms to the new Chardeh scho-
ol. Thus all 600 girls will be able to
study in the new building: at the
moment, some of them are still using
the old building, which is in appal-
ling condition, very run down and
unsafe. 

The Chardeh girls' school has been
our most ambitious project so far and
this is why we have decided to carry
it out in two separate phases. Howe-
ver, we would like to complete the
additional classrooms before the end
of summer, the only season during
which construction is possible in this
part of Afghanistan. 

To achieve this, we need your urgent
help, otherwise the project will have
to be postponed until next year.

In order to complete the Chardeh
extension project, we need to raise
45,000 US Dollars (approximately
33,000 Euros) before the end of
July. 
We therefore appeal once again to
your generosity, which has allowed
us to plan and achieve beyond our
initial dreams, and for which we are
immensely grateful. 



Thank you for your support
Filippo Grandi, Marco e Maria Rosario Niada, Paolo Lazzati

Comitato Arghosha Faraway Schools

Every year we travel to Afghanistan personally, in order to visit
the schools and the people who have made it possible to build
them. All travel expenses are covered by members of the commit-
tee, to ensure that donations are exclusively used for pro-
jects. Shuhada only charges a modest 5% for planning and other
administrative overheads. This means that 95% of funds that we
raise is a direct contribution to the projects.

To support the Comitato Arghosha Faraway
School's projects you can:

1) Make a cheque in euro to: Comitato Arghosha Faraway Schools,
and send it to the Comitato's Secretary:
Paolo Lazzati Studio Professionale Via Visconti di Modrone 2
20122 Milano

2) Make a bank transfer to: Comitato Arghosha Faraway Schools
BANCA POPOLARE DELL'EMILIA ROMAGNA - SEDE DI MILANO - Via

Mengoni, 2
C/C: 0300/1850019 - ABI: 05387 - CAB: 01600
IBAN:IT25F0538701600000001850019

3) Make a bank transfer in British pounds to a bridge account we
have opened in Britain for the purpose. The account is under
the name of Marco Niada, 

Barclays International Banking
Current account in GBP n. 50116114 - Sort code 20-26-77
IBAN GB72BARC20267750116114 - SWIFTBIC BARCGB22 
Po Box 9, Barclays House, Douglas, Isle of Man, IM99 1AJ.

PROJECTS
COMPLETED SINCE 2005:

Arghosha primary school 240
boys and girls, seven teachers, two
of whom are women, one
headmaster and a security guard.
Cost :US$ 56,000. 

Teacher training course for 100,
at Bamyan University. 
Cost: US$ 20,000.

Teacher training course for 100,
in Yakawlang.
Cost: US$ 22,000

Sar-e-Qul primary and secondary
school 200 girls, six female
teachers, one headmistress and
one security guard.
Cost: US$ 65,000

Jula primary and secondary
school 300 Pupils (102 girls e 198
boys). Seven teachers (two women
and five men), one of whom is the
headmaster, and one security
guard.
Cost: US$ 70,000

Kamati primary and secondary
school 411 pupils (145 girls e 266
boys), six male teachers, one of
whom is the headmaster, and one
security guard.
Cost: US$ 65,000

Chardeh primary and secondary
girl school. Eight classrooms, 600
pupils, twenty teachers, one
headmaster and one security
guard.
Cost US$ 120,000

English and ICT courses for
twenty girls in Bamyan
Cost: US$ 11,000

Teacher training course for 100 in
Bamyan and Yakawlang
Cost: US$ 25,000

The schools built until now with
our financial contribution host
over 1,700 pupils (of whom 1,200
are girls), employ approximately
50 teachers and serve
communities of around 12,000
people. We have, so far, spent a
grand total of $454,000 USD. If we
manage to complete our new
project, we will hit the half a
million dollar mark!


