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Press release
cacciatrice di miraggi, interactive photographic exhibition by Margherita Lazzati.

Milan, 22 March - 9 May 2012, Fondazione Culturale Ambrosianeum 


Margherita Lazzati presents cacciatrice di miraggi (Hunter of Mirages), the new interactive photographic exhibition to be staged from 22 March to 9 May in Milan at the historic headquarters of the Ambrosianeum Cultural Foundation.

Milan 22 February 2012 – A new appointment with the public for photographer Margherita Lazzati following her international success with My Story with Samuel Beckett in Portobello. Margherita is back in Milan, this time with an interactive exhibition in which the public will be called upon to make its own contribution. The exhibition consists of a series of 25 shots-mirages displayed in the sixteenth-century Pellegrini Rotunda. Once a stable of the adjacent Palazzo dell’Arcivescovado in piazza del Duomo, since the post-WWI period, this has been the headquarters of the  Fondazione Culturale Ambrosianeum, a forum for meetings and exchanges and a lively presence on the Milanese cultural scene.
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 The poster for the exhibition cacciatrice di miraggi
The exhibition is structured in two parts: the first part, the exhibition itself, is made up of the 25 photographs (divided into four sections, View, Lights in the Water, Tribute to Anish Kapoor and Self-Portrait) that Margherita Lazzati sent, as postcards, to a number of selected recipients, who were asked to comment on them; the second part is the interactive part, in which members of the public, visitors of all ages and pupils from both primary and secondary schools, are asked to participate actively, by leaving a written comment.


The mirages that Margherita Lazzati proposes are, as she herself defines them: “reflected views that recall the world of dreams and, dreamlike, disappear if they are not captured by the click of a camera … Through this project I would like to discover the emotion, imagination and thoughts of those who look at my mirages, and to continue to correspond with those who, visiting the exhibition, leave a thought behind them”.


”Feeling a little envious of her international success – recalls Marco Garzonio, President of the Ambrosianeum Cultural Foundation – I asked Margherita Lazzati whether we might entertain the idea of an exhibition of photographs at the Ambrosianeum. What I had in mind was (...) the creation of a rich and penetrating set of visual documents to complement the work of monitoring the city's sociocultural transformations, which the Foundation has been doing for the last twenty years through its survey “Rapporto”. Margherita overturned the fine and established patterns of an institution. She agreed to gather material for an exhibition to be staged at the Pellegrini Rotunda, but there was a surprise in store. The title she chose: “Cacciatrice di miraggi”. It breathed poetry into dry studies, research and documents, animating them.”
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cacciatrice di miraggi – comments Alessandro Bartolini, freelance writer for Flash Art online – "goes beyond the classic concept of a photographic exhibition; Margherita Lazzati e-mailed, to the people closest to her, pictures of mirages captured by the eye of her digital camera, thereby putting a contemporary slant on the elegance and warmth that was once one of the pleasures of correspondence. 

She wanted to know, without presuming to interpret or claiming to share, the feelings that these glimpses of the world evoked in the recipients of her postcards”. 

Collected in a bilingual catalogue published by Galleria l’Affiche are the postcards of the photographs exhibited and the comments to date received in response to the first sending of them. When the exhibition is over, a book will be published containing a selection of the thoughts left by visitors. The catalogue will also be on sale in the  Feltrinelli bookshops in Milan.

The authors of the responses to the first round of e-mailed postcards include: Claudio Abbado, Simonetta Agnello Hornby, Giovanni Barbareschi, Davide Benati, Simone Baudo, Bros, Giobbe Covatta, Maddalena Crippa, Anna Ferrante, Marco Garzonio, Ennio Morricone, Lea Pericoli, Umberto Veronesi, and Giovanna Zucconi.

The exhibition is sponsored by the Italian Ministry of Culture, by the City of Milan (Department for Culture) and by the Catholic University of Milan (Department of Psychology). The staging of the exhibition is sponsored by Credito Artigiano and the inauguration by the Marche-based wine company Lacanosa.

* * *

Margherita Lazzati (Milan, 13/1/1953) lives and works in Milan.
Her passion for photography and travel has taken her to places whose sensations and atmosphere she has managed to capture in her shots.
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Photography Awards

- iFocus - "Riflessi” (Reflections) - publication - 2011
- Association Rondine Photo Award, Cittadella della Pace - 2009
- Association Rondine Members’ Award, Cittadella della Pace - 2008
- "Roberto De Giuseppe" - Città di Bollate - 2nd prize - 2006


Personal Exhibitions

- "La mia storia con Samuel Beckett a Portobello" (My Story with Samuel Beckett in Portobello) - Forte dei Marmi - 2011

- "La mia storia con Samuel Beckett a Portobello" (My Story with Samuel Beckett in Portobello) - Chiostro Piccolo Teatro - Milan - 2010

- "La mia storia con Samuel Beckett a Portobello" (My Story with Samuel Beckett in Portobello) - ready-made - Milan - 2010

- "REFLEX on the road" - Palazzo Mÿsanus - Samedan - Switzerland - 2009/2010

Collective Exhibitions

- Affordable Art Fair, Hampstead, Flaere Gallery - London - 2011

- CHIC Art Fair, Flaere Gallery - Paris - 2011

- MadridFoto 3, Flaere Gallery - Madrid - 2011

- Affordable Art Fair, Battersea, Flaere Gallery - London - 2011

- "You are here" Flaere Gallery - London - 2010

Press coverage

- "La mia storia con Samuel Beckett a Portobello" (My Story with Samuel Beckett in Portobello) - Alessandro Bartolini, Flash Art online - 2011

- “Io e Beckett, un amore contro il tempo” (Beckett and me, a love against time) - Marco Bernardini, Corriere della Sera Firenze Cultura - 2011

- Interview with Davide Ferazza - "Piccolo Teatro TV" - 2010

- Live interview with Marco Casa – Radio Marconi - 2010

- Live interview with Antonio Audino "Pantagruel" - Radio Rai 3 - 2010

- "Lazzati. Beckett a Portobello un amore di murales" (Lazzati. Beckett in Portobello – a love of murals) - Simone Mosca - La Repubblica Milano Cultura - 2010

- “La mia storia d'amore con Beckett”  (My Love Affair with Beckett) - Clara Castaldo - Arte Varese - 2010

- “Il muro di Samuel Beckett” (Samuel Beckett’s Wall) - Massimo Marsili - Living Tuscany - 2010

* * *

cacciatrice di miraggi (Hunter of Mirages) by Margherita Lazzati

Interactive photographic exhibition, with free admission 

Fondazione Culturale Ambrosianeum 

via delle Ore, 3 - 20122 Milan

telephone: +39 02 86464053

email: info@ambrosianeum.org
Underground line: MM1 or MM3 – Duomo Station
Opening times: 10.00 a.m. – 7.30 p.m., Tuesday to Sunday
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Press office:

TML Comunicazione – Giovanna Pasini
via Nirone, 10 - 20123 Milan

t. +390286454812

f. +390286454880

Ambrosianeum – Maria Vittoria Gatti
via delle Ore, 3 - 20122 Milan

t. +390286464053

mob. +393294219258

To request a copy of the catalogue, please contact Giovanna Pasini
View of St Germain des Prés - Paris 2011, one of the 25 shots-mirages on display at the exhibition





"Riflessa” (Reflected) - Margherita Lazzati - Milan 2/2/2012 - Photo by Simone Baudo





The headquarters of the Ambrosianeum Cultural Foundation, in via delle Ore 3, Milan
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